Scenario 

Research was done to determine if public school teachers in Autauga County favor year round school.  The Autauga County Board of Education sent out questionnaires to the 450 public school teachers in the county.  

A small group was selected to pretest the questionnaire to make sure there were not any leading or confusing questions.  After further revisions and additions, the state department ran two additional pilots before the instrument used in this study was finalized.  A follow-up was sent to non-respondents.

The average age of the 385 respondents was 35 with 75% female and 25% male.  The average years of teaching experience was 7. The results of the study indicated that 82% of the respondents favored year round school.

Answers to Scenario

Type of research—The research is descriptive because it describes the attributes of a group of people and groups are not being created.

Research hypothesis, objective, or question—The objective of the research was to determine if public school teachers in Autauga County favored year round school.

Generalization—I would feel comfortable generalizing the research to the public school teachers in Autauga County because of the large sample size.  The non-random voluntary return is offset by the high percentage of questionnaires received.   

Strengths and threats

External

Population validity—This was a non-random sample because of voluntary response (Weakness).  The large percentage of questionnaires collected creates a large sample size (Strength).  

Demographic—Gender, average age, and average years of teaching experience were included (Strength).  

Internal

Instrumentation—The questionnaire was pre-tested and re-tested.  Therefore the instrument is valid and reliable.  (Strength)

Appropriate use of inferential statistics—The degree to which someone favors something or not produces discrete data.  If data are discrete the most appropriate statistic is non-parametric. 

Ethical problems—No ethical problems because no harm was done to the participants.

